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1/8/19 A Place for Us by Fatima Farheen Mirza (2018, 385 pages)
Hosted by Kristae
A Place for Us unfolds the lives of an Indian-American Muslim family, gathered together in their
Californian hometown to celebrate the eldest daughter, Hadia's, wedding - a match of love
rather than tradition. It is here, on this momentous day, that Amar, the youngest of the
siblings, reunites with his family for the first time in three years. Rafiq and Layla must now
contend with the choices and betrayals that lead to their son's estrangement - the reckoning of
parents who strove to pass on their cultures and traditions to their children; and of children who
in turn struggle to balance authenticity in themselves with loyalty to the home they came from.
In a narrative that spans decades and sees family life through the eyes of each member, A
Place For Us charts the crucial moments in the family's past, from the bonds that bring them
together to the differences that pull them apart. And as siblings Hadia, Huda, and Amar attempt
to carve out a life for themselves, they must reconcile their present culture with their parent's
faith, to tread a path between the old world and the new, and learn how the smallest decisions
can lead to the deepest of betrayals.
A deeply affecting and resonant story, A Place for Us is truly a book for our times: a moving
portrait of what it means to be an American family today, a novel of love, identity and belonging
that eloquently examines what it means to be both American and Muslim -- and announces
Fatima Farheen Mirza as a major new literary talent.

2/11/19 My Ranch, Too: A Wyoming Memoir by Mary Budd Flitner (2018, 232 pages)
Hosted by Lee
For many outsiders, the word “ranching” conjures romantic images of riding on horseback
through rolling grasslands while living and working against a backdrop of breathtaking mountain
vistas. In this absorbing memoir of life in the Wyoming high country, Mary Budd Flitner offers a
more authentic glimpse into the daily realities of ranch life—and what it takes to survive in the
ranching world.
Some of Flitner’s recollections are humorous and lighthearted. Others take a darker turn. A
modern-day rancher with decades of experience, Mary has dealt with the hardships and
challenges that come with this way of life. She’s survived harsh conditions like the “winter of 50
below” and economic downturns that threatened her family’s livelihood. She’s also wrestled with
her role as a woman in a profession that doesn’t always treat her as equal. But for all its
challenges, Flitner has also savored ranching’s joys, including the ties that bind multiple
generations of families to the land.
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My Ranch, Too begins with the story of her great-grandfather, Daniel Budd, who in 1878 drove
a herd of cattle into Wyoming Territory and settled his family in an area where conditions
seemed favorable. Four generations later, Mary grew up on this same portion of land, learning
how to ride horseback and take care of livestock. When she married Stan, she simply moved
from one ranch to another, joining the Flitner family’s Diamond Tail Ranch in Wyoming’s Big
Horn Basin.
The Diamond Tail is not Mary’s alone to run, as she is quick to acknowledge. Everybody pitches
in, even the smallest of children. But when Mary takes the responsibility of gathering a herd of
cattle or makes solo rounds at the crack of dawn to check on the livestock, we have no doubt
that this is indeed her ranch, too.
3/11/19 Safe from the Sea by Peter Geye (2010, 256 pages)
Hosted by Lucy
Set against the powerful lakeshore landscape of northern Minnesota, Safe from the Sea is a
heartfelt novel in which a son returns home to reconnect with his estranged and dying father
thirty-five years after the tragic wreck of a Great Lakes ore boat that the father only partially
survived and that has divided them emotionally ever since. When his father for the first time
finally tells the story of the horrific disaster he has carried with him so long, it leads the two
men to reconsider each other.
Meanwhile, Noah's own struggle to make a life with an absent father has found its real reward
in his relationship with his sagacious wife, Natalie, whose complications with infertility issues
have marked her husband's life in ways he only fully realizes as the reconciliation with his father
takes shape.
Peter Geye has delivered an archetypal story of a father and son, of the tug and pull of family
bonds, of Norwegian immigrant culture, of dramatic shipwrecks and the business and adventure
of Great Lakes shipping in a setting that simply casts a spell over the characters as well as the
reader.
4/8/19 TBA
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5/13/19 The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and
Disappeared (2012, 396 pages)
Hosted by Kimm
After a long and eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in a nursing home, believing it to be his
last stop. The only problem is that he’s still in good health. A big celebration is in the works for
his 100th birthday, but Allan really isn’t interested (and he’d like a bit more control over his
alcohol consumption), so he decides to escape.
He climbs out the window in his slippers and embarks on a hilarious and entirely unexpected
journey. It would be the adventure of a lifetime for anyone else, but Allan has a larger-than-life
backstory: he has not only witnessed some of the most important events of the 20th century,
but actually played a key role in them. Quirky and utterly unique, The 100-Year-Old Man Who
Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared has charmed readers across the world.

9/9/19 Life After Life by Kate Atkinson (2013, 531 pages)
Hosted by Judy
What if you could live again and again, until you got it right?
On a cold and snowy night in 1910, Ursula Todd is born to an English banker and his wife. She
dies before she can draw her first breath. On that same cold and snowy night, Ursula Todd is
born, lets out a lusty wail, and embarks upon a life that will be, to say the least, unusual. For as
she grows, she also dies, repeatedly, in a variety of ways, while the young century marches on
towards its second cataclysmic world war.
Does Ursula's apparently infinite number of lives give her the power to save the world from its
inevitable destiny? And if she can - will she?

10/14/19 TBA
Hosted by Dale & Dana
11/11/19
Hosted by Sheryl
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